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From familiar neighbors to distant parts of the globe, this engaging series offers readers a close-up

look at important countries around the world. Vivid color photographs enhance up-to-date

information on each country's geography, history, system of government, lifestyle, language, art,

food, and more. An intriguing section of special features provides a window into each country's

unique customs as well as its current issues. Each volume details its country's current and historical

relations with the United States and Canada. Also included in each volume is a black and white

classroom map, easy to photocopy for classroom activities.
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Grade 5-8-This volume begins with an overview of the country's geography, history, government,

economy, people, and culture. The middle section zeroes in on specific topics such as astronomy,

Easter Island, endangered wildlife, Bernardo O'Higgins, and the women of Chile. The final section

focuses on the country's relations with North America. A detailed color map is appended along with

a large blank map that can be duplicated for classroom use. A quick-fact page and a Spanish and

English vocabulary glossary are included, but there is no bibliography. While the excellent-quality

color photographs and reproductions are enticing, the style of writing is dry and the organization is

choppy. In some cases, the information is incomplete; for example, the history section ends with the

1990 election of the Chilean president Patricio Aylwin Azocar, and there have been two other

presidents since then. Sylvia McNair's detailed, accurate, and readable Chile (Children's, 2000) is a

better choice.Kristina Aaronson, Henniker Community School, NHCopyright 2003 Reed Business
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